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III. A Letter from Jacob de Caftro Sarmcnto, 
M. t>. and F. % S. to Cromwell Morti- 
mer, M. T>. Seer, <%* & concerning Diamonds 
lately found in Brazil. 

S I it, 

HAVING an Opportunity of difcourfing with st 
Gentleman recommended to me, that came from 
the Gold Mines in Brazil belonging to the King of 
Portugal, and brought many Diamonds of confidera- 
ble Value, lately found in thofe Places,I thought pro- 
per to defire of him an Account of the fame, being the 
fitteft Perfon to defer ibe every minute Circumftance of 
it, as one that has liv*d, and digged Gold there for thefe 
fifteen Years laft paft ; and he having obliged me with; 
the faid Account, in the Portuguese Tongue, I think 
it will not be unacceptable to the Society, if you will 
be fo good as to offer the Tranflation of it, which is 
as follows t 

In the Prince's Town, Capital of the County do 
Serro da Frio, belonging to the Government of the 
Gold Mines, there is a Place near the faid Town 
called by theNztives Cay the Merk r where they ufed 
to dig Gold for many Years,, as alfo from a fmali Ri- 
ver cilled do-Milbo Ferde. The Miners that digg'd 
Gold in thofe Places did turn up the Ground and Sands 
of the 3 inks of the faid River, to extract the Gold 
therefrom, and by fo doing found feveral Diamonds, 
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which then they did not prize as fuch, forfomeof the 
Miners kept feveral Stones for their Figure and Curi- 
ofity, which Stones (though fo valuable) by Length of 
Time they negle&ed and loft, and did the fame till 
the Year 17x8/ at which Tirqe one of the Miners 
lately coming to work there, and better acquainted, 
deemed them to be Diamonds, made Experiments up- 
on them, and finding them really fo, began tofeekfor 
them in the fame Ground and Sand, where the former 
Miners had ignorantly left them, fo did the reft of the 
People follow his Example. 

After they had thoroughly examined the Places 
aforefaid, they began to fearch for them in the River 
itfelf, and do a&ually find Diamonds there, but with 
more Trouble and Difficulty ; for in the former 
Places they found them together among the Earth 
and Sand, as they lay ; but in ;he Rivqr, as the Sand 
is more difperfed, they lie farther from one another. 

Experience and common Reafon teaches the People 
there, that thefe Diamonds came from another Place 
by the Current of the Waters, and are not the natural 
Product of the Situation where they now are found. 

They are ufing all poffible Diligence to find out the 
Place where they grow. They have not yet difcover- 
ed it 4 but their great Hopes are very much encoura- 
ged upon the Account of having near the faid Situati- 
on feveral Mountains, where nothing is to be feen but 
fine ftilid Chryftal Rocks. 

The Diamonds that have been found, are common- 
ly from one Grain to fix Carrats, fome larger, and 
among thefe one of forty-five Garrats. The Colour, 
Solidity, and reft of their - Properties are the fame as 
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the Oriental ones •, only it was obferved, that thofe 
Diamonds that lay more fuperficiaily, and expofed to 
the Air and Sun were more fcurfy, and by Confequence 
loft more by polifhing than the other. 

SIR, 

Tour rnojl obliged humble Servant* 

Jacob de Sarmento. 
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IV. Virl Celeberrimi Johannis Marchionis Po~ 
leni, <$(. 5. 5. ad Ytrum DoBijfimum Jaco- 
bum Jurinum, M. Q. %. S. 5. Epiftola, 
qua continetur Summarium Obfervationum 
Meteorologicarum perjexennium Patavij har 

bit arum.. 

J A M ante viginti ferme annos coeperam Meteorolo- 
gicas Ephemerides ex obfervstionibus meis, hie 
Patavij, conferibere ; plures tamen in adverfariis 
meis inerant lacunae (varias ob cauffas, praefertim 
quod faepe ab urbe abeffe cogerer) visa autem Invi- 
tatlone tud, Ornatiflime Vir, ad Obfervationes Me- 
teor ologic as communl confilio inftituendas, quatn 
Londini Anno hujufce fecuii vigefimo quarto edidifti, 
rem inpofterum diligenter curare inftitui ad exemplar, 
quod eadem in Invitationedediftij domefticamque fe- 
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